
The European Green Deal  
– an opportunity for rail 

RailTech Infra Forum 
17 June 2020

Dr Libor Lochman 
CER Executive Director



!2

70+ members and 
partners 

73%

77%

93%

Who we are? The principle rail lobbying 
association in Brussels
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Where do we stand today? 

The worst economic crisis since WWII, with 
an horizontal impact throughout all EU 

economic sectors – some more than others.

Impact of COVID on Europe
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Impact of COVID on passenger rail

➢ Long-distance passenger service have been hit with an 
average estimated loss of passenger volumes by 85%.  

➢The impact on regional services (including sub-urban) is 
similar by estimated average 80% loss of passenger 
volume.  

➢Across the EU, for international rail passenger services, 
the passenger volumes has dropped by almost 100% for 
all national based operators.  
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Impact of COVID on freight rail

➢ The impact of the COVID19 outbreak caused an approximate 
average decline in rail freight revenues by 25% across 
Europe over a period of two months since the beginning of the 
outbreak.  

➢ This represents an approximate estimated loss of turnover of 
close to  € 3 billion for the rail freight industry so far. 

➢ Extrapolated over the rest of the year, the total loss could well 
amount to € 30 billion in 2020.
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Temporary measures taken by the EU
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Must we need to put aside our green ambitions in 
favour of the economic recovery? Is this a trade-off? 

CER answer is NO.



The first climate-neutral continent



The European Green Deal (EGD)

A more serious 
commitment to 
decarbonisation

Renewable 
sources of 

energy will be 
boosted

A better 
mobility where 
rail will play a 

key role

Source: European Commission, The European Green Deal, 2019



Green Deal & EU Mobility Strategy
◉ The Commission announced the start of the work on a 

European Strategy for Sustainable and Smart 
Mobility - a new White Paper on Transport! 

◉ This document is listed among the initiatives that are 
included in the European Green Deal, showing that 
greening of mobility is a priority for the EU 

◉ The European Green Deal covers much more than 
transport policy, crossing many policy areas 

◉ The combination of all initiatives under the European 
Green Deal will help railways capitalize on its 
technology, which is recognized as the most 
sustainable of all land transport modes



The EGD for sustainable and smart 
mobility: what is announced
▶ Strategy for sustainable and smart mobility 

▶ Review of the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive 

▶ Funding call to support public recharging points for alternative fuel 
and possible legislative initiatives to boost sustainable alternative fuels 
for all transport modes  

▶ Revised proposal for a Directive on Combined Transport  

▶ Review of the TEN-T Regulation  

▶ Initiatives to increase and better manage the capacity of railways 

▶ Proposal for more stringent air pollutant emissions standards for 
combustion-engine vehicles 



1. Develop an action plan for rail freight 
2. Improve cross-border interoperability by swiftly implementing the TEN-T- 

Regulation, applying GC loading gauge, and enable 740 m freight trains and 
22.5 tons axle load 

3. Increase rail-road connectivity 
4. Implement 'polluter pays' and 'user pays' so as to internalise transport 

externalities for all modes – EUROVIGNETTE!!! 

5. Significantly increase the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) budget for 
transport in the 2021-27 MFF to electrifying further rail tracks, digitalising 
railways (5G, ERTMS) and reducing rail freight noise  

6. Facilitate a scale-up of private investment in rail projects, also through 
the sustainable finance agenda 

7. Provide robust funding for research and innovation

The CER input to the EGD
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Starting point? The Commission study 
supports shift to clean transport modes!

Rail leads transport in variable-cost coverage

Rail's externalities are 
among the lowest

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable-transport/
internalisation-transport-external-costs_en

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable-transport/internalisation-transport-external-costs_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable-transport/internalisation-transport-external-costs_en


And we do act! 



For regular updates on CER activities,  
visit our website: www.cer.be 
or follow     @CER_railways 

For further information: 

Dr Libor Lochman 
CER Executive Director 
LL@cer.be


